
13 mm 

1 cm 

EPIDENDRUM GLORIA-IMPERATRIX Hágsater & G.Calatayud Plate 940 

THE GENUS EPIDENDRUM PART 6 ICONES ORCHIDACEARUM 9. 2007 



EPIDENDRUM GLORIA-IMPERATRIX Hágsater et C.Ca latayud, sp nov. 

Type: PERU: Cajamarca: San Ignacio: Distrito San José de Lourdes: Crucero, 1250 m, 11 julio 2000, G. Calatayud 
Hermaza y j. Campos 543. Holotipo: USM! Isotipo: AMO! (1 llustration voucher. ) [cited as Epidendrum sp. in 

Ca latayud, 2003.] 

Epidendro cnemidophoro Rchb.f. simile sed foliis brevioribus angustiorisque, pedun culi bractei s obtusis breviorisque, 
floribus cremeis api c ibus ex fuchsino suffusus, differt. 

Hierba ep'ífita Y terrestre, cesp itosa, sim pod ial, de aprox imadamente de 120 cm de alto. Raíces basales, gruesas, 2 mm de 
grosor. Tallos tq:¡o caña, erectos, rectos, P,l"odu cidos de la base del ta llo anterior, de 107 cm de alto. HOjas numerosas (34), 
aistribuidas a lo largo de los 2/3 ap ica les ael tall o, dísti cas, arti culadas, erguido extendid as; va ina tubular, finamente estri ada, 
6-25 x 5-7.5 mm; rámina lanceolado elíptica, acuminada, conduplicada en la base, margen entero, extendido; 13.2 -17.3 x 
1.3-2.0 cm. Bráctea espatácea ausente. Inflorescencia ap ical( racemosa, ~roduc i e nd o racimos sucesivos con los años, de 
entre las brácteas del pedúnculo; con un pedúnculo arqueaao de unos 13 cm de largo, con 12-1·l brácteas imbricadas, 
condupli cadas, el áp ice redondeado a subagudo, cubri endo totalmente el pedúnculo de la inflorescencia, las brácteas hasta 
de 36 x 15 mm al extenderse; racimo laxifroro, co rto, raqui s 1 cm de largo, terete, delgado. Brácteas florales mucho más 
cortas que el ova ri o, ovadas, subagudas, 5-8 mm de largo. Ovario delgado, terete 17-2 6 mm de largo. Flores 2-5, 
sim ultáneas, resupinadas, de co lor crema, ocasionalmente con los áp ices fucs ia y e( labelo con puntos marrones (fide 
Campos); secan en negro; fragancia no registrada. Sépalos extendidos, carnoso COrlaceos, libres, elíptico ob longos, obtuso 
redondeados, 7-nelvaCJos, mar~e n entero, li geramente revoluto, sépalos lateral es ligeram ente dolabri formes, oblicuos; 17-
23.5 x 5-7 mm. Pétalos extenaidos, li bres, Oblanceolados, obtusos, 2-3 nelvados, margen entero, extendido; 17-22 x 3.5-
4.0 mm. labelo unido a la colum na, 3-lobado, base cordada, carnoso coriaceo, margen eroso, 14-16 x 15-1 9 mm; 
bicalloso, segu idas por 3 quillas bajas y romas, la med ia ll egando al seno ap ica l del lóbulo medio, las laterales a la base del 
istmo; lóbulos laterales transversa lmente elípt icos, 5 x 9.5 mm, lóbu lo medio rectangu lar con un seno ¡Joco profundo en 
med iol terminado en un par de lóbulos pequet'íos, divergentes, subtriangu lares, subagudus, 5 x 6 mm. Columna delgada, 
larga, igeramente arqueada hacia la mitad, di latada hacia el ápice, 1 T-14 mm de largo. Clinandrio reducido, margen 
enfero. Antera obovoldea, 4-locula r. Polinios 4, obovoides, lateralmente comprimidos¡ sub i guale~ caudículas granu losas, 
de largo semejante a los polinios. Rostelo ap ical, hendido . lóbulos laterales de la caviaad esligmatica no vistos. Nectario 
de lgadO, penetrando la mitad del ovario, no inflado, liso. Cápsula no vista . 

Tal l, ep iphytic and terrestri al, caespitose, sympod ial herb. Roots basal, thick . Stems cane- like, erect, stra ight, produced from 
the base of the previous stem, tall. leaves numerous (34), d istributed throughout the apica l 2/3 of the stems, d istichous, 
art iculate, erect-sp read ing; sheath tubu lar, minutely stri ated; blade lanceolate-ellipti c, acuminate, cond uplicate at the base, 
margi n enti re, spreading. Inflorescence apica l, racemose, producing successive racemes year after year, fro m among th e 
bracl:s of th e peduncle; peduncle arching, tota lly covered by 12-1 4 imbricating, condupli cate bracts, the apex of th e oracts 
subacute to rou nded; raceme lax-flowerea, short, rachi s sholt, terete, thin . Floral bracts much shorter than the ovary, ovate, 
subacute. Ovary terete, thin, moderate ly long. Flowers 2-5, simultaneous, resupinate, cream-colored occasionally the api ces 
fuchsia and the lip w ith brown dots (fiae Camp'os); drying black. Sepals spreading, free, el li pti c-oblong, obtuse-rounded, 
fleshy, ocriaceous, 7-vei ned, margin entire, sl ightly revolu1e, lateral sepals sli ghtly dolabriform, obligue Petals sp reading, 
free, ob lanceolate, obtuse, 2-3-velned, margin entire, sp reading. Lip united to the column, 3- lobed, base cordate, fleshy­
cor iaceous, margin erose; bicallose, fo llowea by 3 low, rou nded keels, the m id-keel reaching the api cal sin us, the lateral 
keels reaching the base of the isthmus; lateral lobes transverse ly elli p.tic; midlobe rectangu la r end ing in a pair of sma ll, 
divergent subfriangular, subacute lo bes, with a shallow sinus in the mida le. Column th in , long, slightly arching in the middle, 
dilated towa rds tlíe apex. Clinandrium-hood red uced, margill entire. Anther obovoid , 4-cel led. Pollillla 4, obovoid, 
laterally compressed, subequal , caudicles granu lose, as long as the pollinia. Rostellum ap ical, slit. Nectary thin, penetrating 
half of the ovary, not Inflated , smooth . 

OTHER SPEClMENS AND RECORDS: See append ix. 
DISTRIBUTlON AND ECOlOGY: Know n onl y from northern Peru, from the State of Catamarca, Province of San Ignacio, 
just south of the border of Ecuador, in the basin of th e Chinchipe River, an affluent of the Marañon, on the eastern srope of 
th e Cordillera Occidenta l of th e Andes, epiphyti c o r terrestri al at 1250-1800 m alt itude. Flowering in Jul y and August. 
RECOGNITION: Epidendrllm gloria -imperalrix belongs to the Cnemidophorum Subgroup of the Cristatum Croup, 
recognized by the ca ne-like stems, numerous large, narrow leaves, api ca l inflorescence subtend ed by several large, acute, 

imbri cating bracts, racemose, nutant inflorescence w lth fleshy 
flowers, tlle three-Iobed lip w ith entire margins. The species is 
recognized by the narrow leaves (13-20 mm w ide), tlle 12-14 
rouna ed to subacute, imbricat ing bracts covering the peduncle of 
th e lax-flowered (2~5) inflorescence, sepals 17-23.5 mm long, 
cream-colored occasionall y w ith the apex t inged fuchsia, 
transversely elliptic lateral lobes of the lip, and th e midlobe 
rectangular endlllg in a pair of d ivergent, subtriangular lobes. It is 
similar to Epidenélrllm gllalaqllicell5e Hágsater & Dodson which 
has leaves of similar w ldth, green and w hi te flowers, sepals 21 
mm long and the midlobe of the lip obcu neate, shallow ly sinuate 
at the apex, the corners rounded. Epidendrum oraion Hágsate r 
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k from northern Colombia has very attractive, fuchs ia and w hite i1 co lored flowers, the basal lobes semi-orbi cular, and th e lobes of 
the bilobed midlobe strongly diva ricate, th e leaves are 2-3 cm 
w ide. Th e north mesoamerlcan E cnemidophorllm Rchb.f. is very 
similar overall, w ith ve ry attractive, flowe rs, fuchsia marked w ith 
red-brown spots. 
CONSERVATION STATUS: DO. Data defi cient. 
ETYMOlOGY: In honor of C loria Emperatri z Hermc¡za de 
Calatayud (9 August 1942-31 May 2004), moth er of th e second 
author, w ho always en joyed orchids, inspired and supported her 
in the field trips (Ca latayud, 2005), and the p' reparat lon of her 
thesis (Ca latayud, 2003), during w hich this species was co llected. 
REFERENCES: Ca latayud, C'I T003. Taxonomía y diversidad de la 
familia Orchidaceae en 4 ocalidades de la provincia de San 
Lgn acio; B. Se. thesis, deposited in library of tlle Uni ve rsidad de 
)-an Anton io Abad del Cusco, Peru . Ca latayud, c., 2005. 
Diversidad de la famili a Orch idaceae en los bosques montanos 
de San Ignacio (Caj3marca, Perú). Rev. pero bia/. 12(2) : 309-316. 
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